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Amendments to the Claims : 
This hsting of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims : 



1. (Original) A compound of formula (I) 



CHO 

/ 

HO N 




(R20)n 

or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt, prodrug or solvate thereof, 
wherein ring B represents a monocyclic aryl ring having six ring atoms or a monocyclic 
heteroaryl ring having up to six ring atoms and containing one or more ring heteroatoms wherein 
each said heteroatom is nitrogen; 

R2 represents a group selected from CI -6 alkyl or aryl, which said group is substituted by one or 
more fluorine groups; 
n is 1, 2 or 3; and 

Rl represents an optionally substituted group selected from CI -6 alkyl, C5-7 cycloalkyl, 
heterocycloalkyl, aryl, heteroaryl, CI -6 alkyl-aryl, Cl-6alkyl-heteroaryl, CI -6 alkyl-cycloalkyl 
or Cl-6alkyl-heterocycloalkyl. 
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2. (Original) A compound according to claim 1 wherein B is monocyclic aryl ring having six 
ring atoms or a monocyclic heteroaryl ring having up to six ring atoms and containing from one 
to four nitrogen ring atoms. 

3. (Currently amended) A compound according to claim 1 or claim 2 wherein ring B is phenyl, 
pyridinyl or pyrimidinyl. 

4. (Currently amended) A compound according to any pr e c e ding claim c laim 1 w herein R2 is 
a CI -6 alkyl group substituted by one to five fluorine groups. 

5. (Currently amended) A compound according to any pr e c e ding claim claim 1 w herein R2 is 
substituted by three or four fluorine groups. 

6. (Original) A compound according to claim 5 wherein R2 is the group - CF2CHCF2. 

7. (Original) A compound according to claim 5 wherein R2 is the group -CH2CF3. 

8. (Currently amended) A compound according to any prec e ding claim claim 1 w herein n is 1 . 

9. (Currently amended) A compound according to any pr e c e ding claim claim 1 w herein Rl is 
an optionally substituted group selected from CI -4 alkyl, aryl having six ring atoms, a five to six 
membered heterocycloalkyl ring comprising one or two ring heteroatoms, which may be the 
same or different, selected from N, O and S or a CI -4 alkyl-heteroaryl group wherein the 
heteroaryl has up to six ring atoms and comprises one or two ring heteroatoms selected from N, 
OandS 

10. (Original) A compound according to claim 9 wherein Rl is an optionally substituted five 
to six membered heterocycloalkyl ring comprising one or two ring heteroatoms, which may be 
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the same or different, selected from N, O and S, or a Cl-4alkyl-heteroaryl group having up to 
six ring atoms and comprising one or more heteroatoms, which may be the same or different, 
selected from N, O and S, optionally substituted on the heteroaryl ring. 

1 1. (Currently amended) A compound according to claim 9 or 10 wherein Rl is unsubstituted. 

12. (Currently amended) A compound according to claim 9 or 10 wherein Rl is substituted by 
one or two substituents, which may be the same or different, selected from CI -4 alkyl, halogen, 
CF3 and CN. 

13. (Original) A compound according to claim 12 wherein Rl is substituted by fluorine. 

14. (Currently amended) A compound according to claim 1 1 or claim 13 wherein Rl is 
tetrahydropyranyl, 2-pyrimidinyl-CH2CH2-, 2-pyrimidinyl-CH2CH2CH2- or 5-F-2-pyrimidinyl- 
CH2CH2-. 

15. (Original) A compound according to claim 1 wherein R2 is Cl-6 alkyl, substituted by one 
to five fluorine groups; n is 1 ; ring B is phenyl, pyridinyl or pyrimidinyl and Rl is an optionally 
substituted five to six membered heterocycloalkyl ring comprising one or two ring heteroatoms, 
which may be the same or different, selected from N, O and S, or a Cl-4alkyl-heteroaryl group 
having up to six ring atoms and comprising one or more heteroatoms, which may be the same or 
different, selected from N, O and S, optionally substituted on the heteroaryl ring. 

16. (Currently amended) A pharmaceutical composition comprising a compound of formula 
(I), or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt, prodrug or solvate thereof, as claimed in any on e of 
claimp 1 to 15 claim 1 in association with a pharmaceutically acceptable adjuvant, diluent or 
carrier. 
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1 7. (Currently amended) A process for the preparation of a pharmaceutical composition as 
claimed in claim 16 which comprises mixing a compound of formula (I), or a pharmaceutically 
acceptable salt, prodrug or solvate thereof, as defined in any one of claims 1 to 15 claim 1 w ith a 
pharmaceutically acceptable adjuvant, diluent or carrier. 

18-19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Currently amended) A method for treating a disease condition mediated bv collagenase 3. 
the method comprising administering to a patient a therapeuticallv effective amount of U se^a 
compound of formula (I), or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt, prodrug or solvate thereof, as 
claimed in any one of claimo 1 to IS claim l i n th e manufactur e of a m e dicam e nt for us e in the 
tr e atment of a dis e as e condition mediated by collag e nase 3 > 

21. (Currently amended) A method for treating an obstructive airways disease, the method 
comprising administering to a patient a therapeutically effective amount of U se-ef-a compound 
of formula (I) or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt, prodrug or solvate thereof as claimed in 
claim l any on e of claims 1 to 15 in th e manufactur e of a medicam e nt for us e in th e treatm e nt of 
on obstructiv e airways dis e as e. 

22. (Currently amended) The method of U s e according to claim 2 1 , wherein the obstructive 
airways disease is asthma or chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. 

23. (Currently amended) A method for treating osteoarthritis, the method comprising 
administering to a patient a therapeutically effective amount of U se^a compound of formula (I) 
or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt, prodrug or solvate thereof as claimed in any on e of claims 

1 to IS claim l i n th e manufactur e of a m e dicam e nt for use in th e treatm e nt of ost e oarthritis . 
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24. (Currently amended) A method for treating atherosclerosis, the method comprising 
administering to a patient a therapeutically effective amount of U se-ef a compound of formula (I) 
or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt, prodrug or solvate thereof as claimed in any on e of claims 
j-4e4 ^1aim l i n th e manufactur e of a medicam e nt for us e in th e tr e atm e nt of nth e rnr . fil fl ronir , 

25. (Currently amended) A method of treating a metalloproteinase mediated disease condition 
which comprises administering to a patient a therapeutically effective amount of a compound of 
formula (I) or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt, prodrug or solvate thereof as claimed in «iy 
on e of claims 1 to IS c laim 1 . 

26. (Currently amended) A method of treating rheumatoid arthritis or osteoarthritis which 
comprises administering to a patient a therapeutically effective amount of a compound of 
formula (I) or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt, prodrug or solvate thereof as claimed in aay 
on e of claimo 1 to IS claim L 

27. (Cancelled) 

28. (Currently amended) A process for the preparation of a compound of formula (I) , claim 1 
or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt, prodrug or solvate thereof, which comprises: 
converting the appropriate hydroxyamino compound of the formula (IV)^ 




(R20)n 

(wherein R2, n, ring B and Rl are as defined in formula (I))^ 

into a compound of formula (I) by formylation with an appropriate mixed anhydride; 
and optionally thereafter carrying out one or more of the following: 



Applicant : Finlayetal. Attorney's Docket No.: 06275-487US1 / 101094-lP US 

Serial No. : To Be Assigned 

Filed : Herewith 

Page : 8 of 10 



converting the compound obtained into a further compound according to the invention and/or 
forming a pharmaceutically acceptable salt or prodrug or solvate of the compound. 

29. (Currently amended) A compound of formula (II) 

-S02Me 




(R20)n 

wherein R2, n and ring B ar e as d e fin e d in formula (I) in claim 1 

ring B represents a monocyclic aryl ring having six ring atoms or a monocyclic heteroaryl ring 
having up to six ring atoms and containing one or more ring heteroatoms wherein each said 
heteroatom is nitrogen: 

R2 represents a group selected from Cl-6 alkyl or aryl, which said group is substituted by one or 
more fluorine groups: and 
nis 1, 2 or 3 . 

30. (Currently amended) A compound of formula (III) 




(R20)n 

wherein R2,n, ring B and Rl ar e as defined in formula (I) in claim 1 

ring B represents a monocyclic aryl ring having six ring atoms or a monocyclic heteroaryl ring 

having up to six ring atoms and containing one or more ring heteroatoms wherein each said 
heteroatom is nitrogen: 

R2 represents a group selected from CI -6 alkyl or aryl which said group is substituted by one or 
more fluorine groups: 
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n is 1, 2 or 3: and 

Rl represents an optionally substituted group selected from CI -6 alkvL C5-7 cycloalkvL 
heterocvcloalkvl arvL heteroarvl CI -6 alkyl-arvL Cl"6alkvl-heteroarvL CI -6 alkvl-cvcloalkvl 
or Cl-6alkvl"heterocvcloalkvl . 

3 1 . (Currently amended) A compound of formula (IV) 




wherein R2, n, ring B and Rl ar e as defin e d for formula (I) in claim 1 
ring B represents a monocyclic arvl ring having six ring atoms or a monocyclic heteroarvl ring 
having up to six ring atoms and containing one or more ring heteroatoms wherein each said 
heteroatom is nitrogen: 

R2 represents a group selected from CI -6 alkyl or arvL which said group is substituted by one or 
more fluorine groups: 
nis L 2 or 3: and 

Rl represents an optionally substituted group selected from CI -6 alkvL C5-7 cvcloalkvK 
heterocvcloalkvl arvU heteroarvl CI -6 alkvl-arvU Cl-6alkyl-heteroaryh CI -6 alkvl-cvcloalkvl 

or Cl-6alkYl-heterocycloalkvl . 



